
KINDERGARTEN READINESS CHECKLIST 
Step Into Kindergarten Ready to Learn! 

LANGUAGE SKILLS  

 Speaks in complete sentences 

 Uses words to express wants and needs 

 Listens to and follows one- and two-step directions 

 Produces most sounds correctly (r, l, s, z, v, th, sh and 

ch will continue to develop through early school 

years)  

 Identifies and names common objects (cup, juice, 

shoe, box, table, rug or carpet, etc.) 

 Asks and answers simple who, what, when, where 

and why questions 

 Describes things they see in the world (The dog is 

chasing the ball.) 

 Describes relationships between objects (big/little, 

under/over, first/last, up/down) 

 Begins to hear that words rhyme (cat/hat, 

light/night, etc.) 

 Listens and repeats words and simple songs 

L IFE  SK ILLS  

 Fastens buttons, zip zippers, buckle belts, tie shoes, 

puts on coat and boots 

 Uses the bathroom and washes up independently 

 Opens juice boxes, water bottles and plastic 

containers 

 Knows full name and age 

 Covers coughs and sneezes, uses tissues when 

needed 

 Can pay attention to others for five to ten minutes 

(adults giving directions, circle time talks, listening to 

a story) 

SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL  SK ILLS  

 Can separate from parents and siblings without 

getting overly upset 

 Interacts with other children 

 Observes others and the world around them 

 Can adapt to changes and new situations 

consistently (be flexible when asked to move in a 

classroom, travel to a different room, adjust to 

different adults in a room) 

 Shares toys and space with others 

 Accepts appropriate consequences for 

inappropriate behavior 

 Consistently follows routines and rules set by adults 

 Shows manners and uses nice language (please, 

thank you, you’re welcome, waits their turn) 

MATH DEVELOPMENT SK I LLS  

 Counts from 1 to 10 without skipping numbers 

 Identifies some numbers 0 - 10 or higher 

 Counts objects accurately to 5 or higher (ex. counts 

the cheerios in their bowl or pennies on a table) 

 Recognizes simple shapes (circle, square, rectangle, 

triangle) 

 Understands basic math vocabulary (more than, 

less than, count, shorter, longer, top, middle, 

bottom, how many?, how much?) 

 Can arrange objects or picture cards in the right 

order (such as from smallest to biggest) 

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS  SK ILLS  

 Identifies and names some or most of the letters of 

the alphabet 

 Recognizes/reads his or her first name 

 Writes first name correctly 

 Understands basic concepts of print (that words 

make up a story, how to hold a book, how to turn 

the page) 

 Enjoys listening to stories 

 Recognizes familiar signs and logos (stop signs, store 

signs, names of cereal boxes) 

 Begins to connect letter sounds to letters (know the 

sound of the first letter in his/her name) 

 Can draw a picture to express an idea 

F INE AND GROSS MOTOR  SKILLS  

 Uses a pencil or crayon with some control 

 Uses scissors appropriately 

 Uses a pencil or crayon to make simple markings on 

a paper when asked (draw a line, copy a circle, 

attempt alphabet letters, etc.) 

 Uses a pencil or crayon to trace lines and shapes 

and letters 

 Forms shapes using Play Doh 

 Uses utensils appropriately (holds a fork or spoon 

correctly) 

 Exhibits control when walking and running 

 Jumps with feet together 

 Hops on one foot 

 Climbs stairs 

 Bounces a ball and tries to catch/throw a ball 

GENERAL READINESS SK ILLS  

 Sorts items into groups (things that are red, things 

that are shaped like circles, things that you eat, 

things that you wear) 

 Identifies and names basic colors (red, blue, green, 

yellow, white, black, brown, orange, gray, pink, 

purple) 

 Sings the ABCs  

 Knows some days of the week, months of the year 

 Knows how to put toys away 

 Knows which is their right hand and which is their left 

hand 

TH INGS YOU CAN DO WI TH YOUR CHILD  

 Attend story time at the public library 

 Take walks outside and talk about what they see 

 Read nursery rhymes, stories or poems every day 

 Sing! 

 Draw pictures together and have your child tell a 

story about their picture 

 Encourage your child to recognize environmental 

print (names of cereals, names of stores) 

 Play rhyming games (What sounds like cat?  What 

sounds like shoe?) 

 Encourage him or her to do simple chores (help set 

the table, clean up their toys, feed the dog) 
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